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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to coinmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IS! Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [Z] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 07 July 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)\Z\ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) S The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) im Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Oath/Declaration 



The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the mailing address of each inventor. A mailing address is an 
address at which an inventor customarily receives his or her mail and may be 
either a home or business address. The mailing address should include the ZIP 
Code designation. The mailing address may be provided in an application data 
sheet or a supplemental oath or declaration. See 37 CFR 1.63(c) and 37 CFR 
1.76. 

It does not identify the city and either state or foreign country of residence of 
each inventor. The residence information may be provided on either an 
application data sheet or supplemental oath or declaration. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "for example" renders 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 3,947 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3715 

the claim indefinite because it is unclear wliether the limitation(s) following the phrase 
are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

In order for a claim to be statutory it must show a practical application. A 
practical application may be demonstrated by either (a) showing a physical 
transformation or (b) othenwise showing a useful, concrete and tangible result. The 
statement, "whereby educational materials displayed adjacent to display of time will be 
frequently looked at throughout the day" is not concrete. In order to be concrete there 
must be a reasonable expectation of success or reproducibility. The mere fact that the 
information is displayed and intended to be looked at throughout the day does not mean 
it will be, or that doing so will result in enhanced memorization of the material. 



Ciaim Objections 
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Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 has 
more than one sentence. Claims must begin with a capital letter and end with a period. 
Periods may not be used elsewhere in the claims except for abbreviations. See MPEP 
608.01 (m). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hitchcock et al. (US 5,823,781). 

Claim 1: Hitchcock discloses a Clock-Learning aid Combination comprising: a. a device 
to display learning material {col. 10, 2-6; The device can display a training program.)] b. 
clock to display time and date {Fig, 3; bottom of the screen)] c. means to supply power 
(coA 1, 5-8; Invention is an electrical device, which inherently has means to supply 
power.), whereby educational materials displayed adjacent to display of time will be 
frequently looked at throughout the day {col. 5, 28-35; Training can be broken up into 
convenient segments that can be frequently looked at during the day according to the 
user's schedule.). 
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How to Respond to This Action 

If Applicant wishes to continue to prosecute this patent application, applicant 
must reply in writing. It would be of great assistance to the Office if all incoming papers 
pertaining to a filed application carried the following items: 

1 . Serial number (checked for accuracy). 

2. Group art unit number (copied from filing receipt or most recent Office 
Action). 

3. Filing date. 

4. Name of the examiner who prepared the most recent Office action. 

5. Title of invention. 

6. Name of Applicants. 

Applicant's reply should identify the Office Action the amendment is in response 
to by its mailing date or paper no. and must specifically request further examination and 
reconsideration. Applicant or Applicant's registered representative must sign the reply. 

In a reply to an Office Action, Applicant can amend the specification, drawings 
and claims to overcome objections and rejections as well as argue against any position 
taken by the Examiner. Applicant's arguments and other pertinent comments should 
appear under the heading "REMARKS". In Applicant's remarks, applicant must point 
out each error, if any, applicant believes the Examiner has made in the current Office 
Action and/or how any amendments Applicant has made to the specification, drawings 
and claims overcome the Examiner's objections and rejections. Applicant must respond 
to each and every ground of rejection and objection raised in the current Office Action. 

Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim with all 
changes (e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except when the 
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claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change to an 
existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include 
a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending and 
withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the claims, in 
the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the 
application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: (Original), 
(Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not 
entered). All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be presented in ascending 
numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of "canceled" or "not 
entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims 1-5 (canceled)). 

The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment 
document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not 
contain any other part of the amendment. All claims being currently amended in an 
amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a status of "currently 
amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. The text of any added 
subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text . The text of any deleted 
matter must be shown by str i k e through except that double brackets placed before and 
after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer 
consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by 
being placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only 
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claims liaving tlie status of "currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being amended, 
shall include markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim 
listing may be identified as "withdrawn — currently amended." The text of all pending 
claims not being currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean 
version, i.e., without any markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a 
clean version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the 
immediate prior version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with the status of "new" 
and presented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. See 37 CFR 1.121. 
Sample amendments and common question and answers are posted at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/moreinfoamdtprac.htm 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Svast (US 5,199,009) discloses a clock and calendar that display 
reminders. Tsao (US 5,967,787) discloses a clock with an educational display. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Andrew Stallard whose telephone number is (571) 
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272- 2685. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:15 am to 6:45 pm - Mon - Fri 
(1st Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6678. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

J. Andrew Stallard 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3715 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



